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Mac Low: Tableau Vivant Wired for Sound

POETRY

Before the bell rings, then: before the final
Examination, which will cover both fact and cause:
We might touch briefly on God (were it not too banal),
Or devote a word to the neighbor (if we knew,who he was).
M Y RON' H. B ROO MEL L

TABLEAU VIVANT WIRED FOR SOUND
The troublesome architects
Fled over the plain:
In their wake, the mounted ones
Shining, shining, "amid shouting:
Such panoplies of brass, red brass!
Such crimson silk!
(Had you been there,
Had you been there the noise & the sight of it
Theglowing & the clashing
-this cheap melodrama!It wd have driven you wild!
& you wdnt have known what il ,,;as you felt
Whether fear or exaltation, whether....)
There go the architects!
Such clumsy steps! su~h legs unused to running!
, Bowed or with .knocking knees
The sands are filling their shoes
(as if there werent enuf to impede them!)
Their hats blowing off in the wind of their own exertionsSee how they clutch them back, with what wild hands!
The splendid stallions' hoofs raise douds of sand,
Their eyes burning, foam bearding their muzzle~,
Their great bodies pulsing & beating with the cries,
. the clangor of arms!
(Had you been there, what fear! what exaltation!)
But where wd it end? How wd it all turn out?
We know
little more than the scene, tableau vivant:
•
Only the scene, & the clash, the cries, the dismay,
The shrill dismay & hoarse breathing
e
The fleeing, the fleeing....
JACKSON
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